
FFOFC Board Meeting Minutes: September 17, 2019 
 

The Board of Directors met at the Richland Community Center. The following board members were 
present, comprising a quorum:  Dennis Arter, Tim Strauch, Grisell Collazo, Margaret Brameld, Mark 
Halupczok, Joan Segna and Carol Kerkow. Vice. President, Dennis Arter called the meeting to order 
at 6:30 pm. 
 
Approval of the Minutes:  The meeting minutes for August were reviewed. Tim Strauch moved that 
the meeting minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Mark Halupczok and unanimously 
approved.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

● Financial Report:  As of September 17th, the checking account balance was $1657.39 and the 
savings account balance was $11,001.10 for total funds of $12,658.49. 

● Membership Status:  As of September 17th, there are 339 active/paid members of which 58 
are new members and 281 are returning members.  

Activity Report 
● See attached for August report. Margaret explained some of the figures, noting that so far this 

year the club had more members participating in events than last year & as an example that 
there had been one more biking & paddling events this month compared to last month with 
increased member participation.  

Old Business – Short overview on 501(c)3 rules 
● At the last board meeting Terri asked if the amount of assets/cash the club held would impact 

our 501(c)(3) tax exempt eligibility.  Grisell researched the topic and reported that the IRS 
code does not discuss nor address limits on revenue, assets etc., so the amount of funds held 
or received by the club is irrelevant.  To meet the criteria for 501(c)(3), the club must be 
organized and operated exclusively for charitable and educational purposes.  The only 
restrictions/prohibitions that would jeopardize our tax-exempt eligibility are: 

     1) Club attempting to influence legislation (i.e. lobbying activities)   
     2) Club campaigning for political candidates 
     3) Club organized or operated for the benefit of private interests and executing activities for 
the financial benefit of private interests/private individuals.  Specifically, situations in which an 
exempt organization’s income or assets are inappropriately diverted for private gain rather 
than used for a public purpose.   
  
The first two items are easily avoided by simply staying out of politics. 

 
We can steer clear of the third item by simply avoiding conflicts of interest.  This prohibition is, in 

effect, a bar on the unjust enrichment of a charity’s insiders — its founders, members of its 
governing body, senior employees (essentially anyone in a position to exert significant 
influence on the charity).   

 
Dennis commented that the third option is extremely important & our club should be very careful here.  
 
Mark gave an example of a local club, which had no problem meeting the Federal IRS exemption 

criteria, but this year ran into problems at the Washington State level. The state was levying 



personal property taxes on that club’s equipment which the club is currently appealing. Grisell 
will investigate Washington State Law to see how & if this relates to our club. 

 
New Business 

● There was no new business.  
Committee Reports 

● Camping:  Carol proposed that we have spare wheel covers made with a club logo on for 
individuals to purchase. She will investigate costs through the same company, Snarky Cancer, 
which made our T shirts. As we do not yet have a club logo, Dennis will consult Terri about an 
announcement in the weekly update to get ideas from club members for a possible logo. 

● Calendar Master: Marianne was not present. We are rolling out activities for the fourth quarter. 
● Cultural/Educational:  Lois was not present 
● Foot Sports: Neither Bruce Nicoll nor Don were present.  
● Webmaster:  Duane was not present  
● Outreach:  There was no representative present. 
● Snow Sports:  Eileen was not present. 
● Social: Joan reminded us that Happy Hour this month is on Thursday 26th & the Fall social 

which is limited to 55 members will be on October 10th at Frichette Winery. 
● Travel:  Leslie was not present. 
● Wheel Sports: Tim noted that although numbers were picking up, some concern had been 

expressed that we are still not involving enough members. Tim is trying to address this issue & 
asked for ideas & suggestions. Grisell suggested that we have an instruction/training class 
again (this used to be organized by Mike Watson). Mark suggested that we organize some 
relaxed rides which do not use any city streets which would encourage nervous riders. 

● Water Sports:  Mark noted that it had been a great year for paddle sports.18 boats will be on 
the river for the last paddling event of the season, the paddle to Anthony’s for dinner. He also 
noted that this Sunday will be the last car drive of this year. 

Dennis Arter adjourned the meeting at 7:10 pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 
8 at 6:30 pm at the Richland Public Library. 

 

 

Dennis Arter, Vice-President    Date        Margaret Brameld, Secretary    Date 

 

Action Actionee Due Date 

Establish a small committee to assist the Treasurer for 
In-Depth Review of Insurance Coverage & Review of Waiver 
Release Form 

Grisell Collazo 

(approval by 
President & VP) 

Oct 15, 2019 

In-Depth Review of Insurance Coverage & Review of Waiver 
Release Form language with final recommendations to the 
board 

Grisell Collazo Dec 2019 

Investigation of Washington State law on taxable assets re 
FFOFC 

Grisell Collazo  

 



 

 


